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CHAP. port to France and Spain in great Meafure prohibited, fo that very many ho-
V- heft and induftrious Planters, her Majefty's Subjects here, by the very Char-
ges of neceflary Clothing and Tools for therfelves and. Families, are become

vaftly indebted ; and no Profpect as yet appearing of any Means whereby

they may extricate themfelves .out of  their miferable and deplorable Circum-
ftances, which are very much heightened and aggravated by their being fued

and brought to Annapolis from the remoteft Parts of this Province, to their
manifeft Oppreffion and Impoverithment : So that many of the good Inhabi-

tants of this Province daily defert their Habitations, and remove themfelves

to Plantations and Colonies where they are far lefs ferviceable to her facred
Majefty, and her Revenue of Cuftoms of Tobacco; which calls for fome
fpeedy and proper Remedy to be applied thereto. Wherefore this prefent

General Aflembly humbly fupplicate her moft facred Majefty, that it may be
Enacted ; '

Debtors tobe  11- AND be it Enalted, by the Queen’s moft excellent Majefty, by and with the
fued in the _4dvice and Confent of her Majefly's Governsr, Council, and Affembly of this Pro-
&33‘;{%0, vince, and the Authority of the fame, That from and after the End of this pre-
Debts, &c. fent Seflion of Affembly, all Perfons whatfoever, refiding, negociating or
'z“:‘/c;‘;ffﬁ;“gg trading to or within this Province, having any perfonal Claim or Demand a-
or f)ooofb " gainft any the Inhabitants of this Province, wherein the original Debt or Da-
Tobacco,  mages do not exceed the Value of Twenty Pounds Sterling, or Five Thou-
fand Pounds of Tobacco, fhall (by virtue of this Act) be obliged to fue and
implead their feveral and refpective Debtors in the feveral and refpective
County Courts where {uch their Debtors inhabit and refide, and not elfe-
on Penalty of where ; on Penalty of fuffering a Non-{uit, and paying the Defendant his
Non-fuit,J¢. reafonable Charges, to be adjudged by the Juftices of any other Court where-
in they fhall be fued and impleaded ; any Law, Statute, Ufuge, or Cuftom,
to the contrary notwithftanding.

}l:lol fuit to III. 9nb be it further Ena&ed, &y the Authority aforefaid, by and with the
an)(rioil;gan;n Advice and Conjent aforefaid, That where any Debt or Damages is demanded,
other than the by virtue of any Bond, or Writing Obligatory, the Penalty of fuch Bond
%g;“r‘:yu'nlefs thall not, although it exceed Twenty Pounds in Money, or Five Thoufand
the real sum Pounds of Tobacco, entitle any Plaintiff to bring his Action in any Court
‘t’l‘otlh;ni;’é‘ri‘ but the County Court, unlefs the real Sum in the Condition of fuch Bond a-
t 207 Ster. mounts to Twenty Pounds, or Five Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco; any thing
ligg»o% in this A&, or any other Statute, Law, Cuftom, or Ufage, to the contrary
4

Tobacco' nOtWithﬂ:anding.

Provifowith  TV. JProbided alwapg, - That nothing in this A& fhall extend, or be con-
ﬁ%ﬁsﬁo Co- frued to extend, to debar or hinder any Perfon from bringing his Action in the
Provincial or Superior Court, on any Covenant, or any Bond for the Perfor-
mance of Covenants, or for the Performance or Sufferance of any A& or
A&s, Thing or Things whatfoever, although the real Damages or Sum re-
covered be lefs than Twenty Pounds Sterling, or Five Thoufand Pounds of
Tobacco, and fo as the Penalty of fuch Bond for the Performance of Cove-
nants, or Performance or Sufferance of any other Matter or Thing whatfo-
ever, exceed Twenty Pounds in Money, or Five Thoufand Pounds of To-
Bonds for  bacco. But no Bond for Payment or Performance of any Bill of Exchange,
}l;g]ylm;prlff fhall be profecuted in any Court but the County Court, unlefs the original or
d:a,":ge How principal Sum mentioned in fuch Bill of Exchange, and due on the fame pro-
tobe fued.  tefted, fhall amount to Twenty Pounds Sterling ; any thing in this A&, or a-

ny other Statute, Law, Ufe, or Cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding.

- V. Qnv whereas the Juftices of the feveral County Courts of this Pro-
vince, by their Commiflion, cannot hold Plea or Cognizance of any Sum a-
bove One Hundred Pounds Sterling, or Thirty Thoufand Pounds of Tobacco,
and that it often happens that {everal Perfops, Inhabitants of this Province,

have



